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: IANALYSIS OF ULAMA POLITICAL COMMUNICATION IN Q
3] REGIONAL HEAD ELECTIONS IN MANDAILING NATAL
o) REGENCY FOR 2020
. Comments S
Chairul Fahmi December 28, 2024 o]
- This article's title is overly broad and fails to adequately
describe the subject matter, which serves to pique the reader's
= interest.
Published: Filad Ou by tha Eéior
g Abstract
2 Ulama is the central point of complaint for many people. One is the political contestation C\
g of the 2020 simulianeous regional head elections. This research explores the contribution of 4
3 ulama's political communication messages to the regional head elections in Mandailing
2 Natal (Madina) Regency, North Sumatra Province. The theory used in this research is the
7] symbolic interaction theory introduced by George Herbert Mead. This theory includes three
7| important aspects, namely the mind (mind), self (self) and society (society). This method
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o Abstract
3 Ulama is the central point of complaint for many people. One is the political contestation ()]
g of the 2020 simultaneous regional head elections. This research explores the contribution of 0
H ulama's political communication messages to the regional head elections in Mandailing
= Natal (Madina) Regency, North Sumatra Province. The theory used in this research is the Comments v X
7 symbolic interaction theory introduced by George Herbert Mead. This theory includes three N _
2| important aspects, namely the mind (mind), self (self) and society (society). This method &':ﬁ!:m m?&i’;&iﬁ:«l - &
9 uses descriptive qualitative research using data collection techniques of in-depth interviews, contemporary election topic, specifically the 2024 elections.
7] observation, and documentation. All primary data was processed and visualized using
L Nuigo 12 plus software. The research results show that first, the ulama's political
Gl communication contribution to the regional elections in Madina Regency was carried out
= through; a), taklim assembly recitation, b), Friday sermon, and c), discussion (lecture).
) Then second, the success of ulama in conveying political communication messages in the
i Mandailing Natal Regency Pilkada through, a), socialization and campaigning of targeted
B figures, b), involvement of ulama in lectures that surmarize religion and politics. Whereas,
2| third, the model of political communication carried out by ulama in the Madina Regional
4 Election through; a) campaigns, and b), group communication
IS Keywords: Political Communication, Ulama, Regional Head Elections, Mandailing

Natal, Indonesia
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Introduction
The five &yearly snm:ltaneous regional head elections that take place in
donesia are an i g T idering that political d
in regional head election ions always continue to oceur. Cc
the high price of democracy in general elections and regional head elections in
Indonesia, participants in regional leadership contestations and their
pp are making i efforts to win regional head candidates
using various methods and efforts. After reform in 1998, Indonesia has held
general elections six times. Five of these times, general elections were held l:\
directly one vote one man until the 2024 general election. It turns out that
changes to direct elections are not limited to just presidential/ vice presidential Comments v X
elections. Direct elections proceed up to regional head elections, including
X g 3 Chairul Fahmi December 28, 2024
governor elections, regent elections, and mayor elections. [Within this sentence, the author specifies that the m!mnzl
Thomas P. Power believes that in the final period of Jokowi's first term, (;\ ,?d,ﬁmﬂé:: I;.ffomﬁmmw:;we
there was a decline in the quality of Indonesian democracy, caused by the i’z"f‘:x“;‘;‘wd" specific year's election that
tr ing and tinued legitimization of conservative and anti-
pluralisti politicalT lam ideology; ipulation of key state institutions, and
i i pression and diminishing political opposition.
Thomas also argued that the Jokowi government had adopted an “Italian”
stvle durine preparations for the 2019 election. hichlichtine the covernment's
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form of lectures, khutbahs or informal meetings, and how these influence
political outcomes at the local level. Finally, existing research tends to focus
more on the results of Pilkada, such as candidate victories, without delving
deeper into the political communication process that occurs during the
campaign, including how ulama play a role in it. By examining the
contribution of ulama in political communication during Pilkada, this research
can make an important contribution to the political communication literature,
especially in areas with strong ulama influence.
Based on the problems described, we formulated two problem
formulations for this research, namely, (1) whahsﬂ’necoxmibuhmof ulama's [;J
political ication in the election of 1 Heads in Mandailing Natal
Regency? (2) What is the ulama's political communication message in the Comments v X
egional head election in Mandailing Natal Regency, and (3) What is the Charul fafr =
ulama's political communication model in the regional head election in mﬂﬁﬁ.ﬁfmﬁﬁ"ﬁ It i
g g e A SR R R e b e Ao
contribution of ulama political communication in the election of Regional the tarm refirs t the Indonasian Ulima Comneil, o perbapa
Heads in Mandailing Natal Regency, (2) to explain the political Wﬁﬁhﬂfﬁdﬁﬁ’ﬁk s
communication messages of ulama in the Regional Head election in foreign universities”In addition, it would be beneficial to
ascertain the various factions of ulama involved in the Pilkada
process in Madina. It is imperative to ascertain whether all
s s i ‘ulama in Madina are merely govermment officials urging
8} THP-The Tndovsico Josrix Sciences ‘votars to cast their ballofs based on eonscience, or whether
they align w'n‘lupeuﬁc ‘undxdxu, ass\lmmgdu role of
chosen undldzus The study alio sesh o sdres ofter
a
lama in the Pilkada process in Madina. : 52
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= group communication mairecely expresses peopie's
understanding of choosing the partner they like." (Samsul
Bahri Lubis,
Based on the desmphon stated above, it is very clear that group
can infl voter constituents during the regional elections
in Madina. Therefore, the role of the ulama mentioned above cannot be simply
denied. His role in making the regional elections in Madina a success was very
large.
|I'hxs study found t.hat ulama played a significant role in political Q
1 head elections in Mandailing Natal Regency.
This role was mamfeslnd in the form of political support given to regional s
head candidates, both explicitly and implicitly, as well as the influence of Comments
ulama in mobilising community support. The main findings of this study n Chairul Fahmi December 28, 2024 o
indicate that political communication carried out by ulama is not only aimed i h . lan :
Sy 3 2 5 57 towards specific candidates, where the author posits that their
at winning certain did, but also infl: d by factors of religious, role affects the electability of the candidates they support.
social and cultural interests. In the context of Pilkada in Mandailing Natal, Nevertheless, this assertion remains wnvalidated by empirical
ulama are not only seen as religious figures, but also as political actors who :ﬁ?‘;&%m;mm
have a great influence on people's voting behaviour. Ulama use the pulpitand variables are also in play. The presentation of quantitative data
religious forums as political communication channels to influence people's {0 amcatanitha fes of fhe faflumica of uttuns m s alacdicn
PR would be a valusble addition to the study, if it could be
political pref This highlights the strong betv religion sxmenisad by the avibie:
and politics in this area, emp}\as:smg the m\portance of understandmg the
local political landscape that cannot be sep ts. The
practical implication of this finding is the need fot clearer regulation of the
role of ulama in politics. While the involvement of ulama in local politics can
increase people's political participation, there is a risk that religious authority
can be misused for certain political interests. Therefore, measures are needed
to ensure that ulama maintain their integrity as spiritual leaders without
getting caught up in political conflicts of interest. This explanation is in line -
wurith tha eacaarech saculbc af Winarni (9014) urhich savaalad that tha srianee of
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has the p ial to gthen social ties among supporters,
but can also trigger polarisation in the ity. The implications of these
findings suggest that religion-based mobilisation strategies can be a double-
edged sword. On the one hand, it can increase people 's engagement in politics
and then social cohesion among ¢ ies with similar beliefs.
However, on the other hand, faith-based mobilisation also has the p ial to
divide communities if not managed well, especially when religious issues are
used to justify sharp political differences.
[The findings also indicate that ulama have an indirect influence onthe ()
policy-making process at the regional level. /After the elections, elected
candidates tend to feel bound by the promises supported by ulama during the
campaign. This puts ulama in a strategic position in d ing regional Comments
policy priorities, especially those related to socio-religious issues. The Chairul Fahmi
practical implication of this finding is the importance of managing the ::glﬁntwm “mm‘fmﬂiﬁﬂ“”“‘mﬁ“‘gg
relationship between local leaders and ulama so that public policies remain dm,;,,;ﬁfh,,_m n:p;,dwhmpwh,:nm
inclusive and do not only benefit certain groups. Regional leaders need to the Pillada process
maintain a balance between political aspirations and the needs of the whole
community, including groups that may not get political support from the
ulama.

D. Conclusion

The conclusions of this study are(1) the contribution of the ulama in the
Mandailing Natal Regency is a reflection of politics in other areas. (2) political
communication messages in the form of taklim assembly recitations, Friday
sermons, can reduce regional conflicts that occurred in Mandailing Natal. The
form of political communication used by ulama to make the regional elections
in Mandailing \Iatal Regency a success is a form of campaign channels and
group ion. The covert paign carried out by non-structural
ulama provided many benefits in generating political participation in Madina. M
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b Anang Anas Azhar?; Puji Santoso?; Qasem Muhammadi?
= “Faculty of Da‘wah and Communication,
M Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, Indonesia
] 2Faculty of Social and Political Sciences,
K U Muh h Utara, I
5 *Islamic Philosophy, International Institut for Islamic Studies, Iran
E Correspodence Email: ananganas@uinsu.ac.id
N Published: Fiied Out by e
L Eder
5] Abstract
3 This research aimed to explore the role, strategies, and influence of ulama in political
3 communication during the regional head elections (Pilkada) process in Mandailing
4 Natal Regency. It also examined the impact of these religious leaders on community
z political participation and local political dynamtcs A de5orptws gualitative design was
i adopted, using in-depth as data collection
- methods. The primary data collected was analyud and visualized using Nvivo 12 Plus
- software to generate structured and detailed results. The analym results showed the
5 significant influence of ulama as political
] and reinforcing the democratic process in the regional head elections (Pilkada) -
ks Mandailing Natal Regency. As respected societal figures and moral authorities, ulama
H played a crucial role in disseminating political messages rooted in religious and ethical
o principles. The role not only enhanced the quality of political communication but also
& built public confidence in the integrity and accuracy of the information conveyed. This
5 research offered valuable insights into how ulama, as political communicators,
B a to the g of ic processes. With their moral authority
5 and societal influence, ulama improved the quality of political discourse and bolstered
IS public trust in political information
B y Political Ce i Ulama, Regional Head Elections, Mandailing
3 Natal, Indonesia >
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Ulama in Mandailing Natal Regency holds a i ition a
ligious leaders, custodians of social h , and key infl of
ity's political directi During electi these religi
leaders act as a benck k for evaluating prospective leaders based on

their integrity, e, and adh to Islamic values. Ulama

P

5
;

also guides political choices wisely, upholding the pnnc:ples of
democracy and justice. Through and religious g
ulama contributes to int: lecti h , spreadi
of peace, and educating the public about the importance of
and responsible participation. Amid chall such as
money politics and polarisation, they reminded the public to maintain
integrity and reject practices that undermine democratic values.
Although ulama in Mandailing Natal Regency plays a i
role in social, cultural, and political life, h ining their
contributions to electi ins limited. Previous investigations have
primarily focused on ulama engagement in religious or general soeal
contexts without deeply exploring their infl in fostering politi
ipholding d tic values, and mitigating conflicts
during el 1| Few i igati further address the

challenges these Ieadexs face, such as combating money politics and
ity  divisi driven by political affiliations.
Add:hona]ly, lm'uhed attention has been gwen to the strahegxes used to
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This research holds the potential to make significant

contributions to political communication analysis, particularly

concerning the participation of ulama in the Mandailing Natal

regional elections. The central focus is to examine how such leaders,

as informal political actors, leverage social networks, insights into

local issues, and religiously rooted ication skills to influence

voter prefe While existing literat ively di the

relationship between religion and politics, the present research

narrows its scope to explore the role of ulama as proactive political
icat This is ial t they not only serve as
spiritual guides but also act as social influencers who mobilize
ity through strategi bining religious and local political
dynamics.

The urgency of this research arises from the growing
complexity of local politics and the significant role ulama plays in
such contexts. In an evolving democracy, such leaders transcend
infl ial actors in shaping local

their traditional roles to t
political landscapes. By using both traditional and modern media
platforms, ulama effectively delivers political messages that
infl: public opini and decisis H -, limited 13
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d. This extended d ion facilitated a detailed exploration

of participants' percepti trategies, and experi related to

ulama's political communication. Meanwhile, observation was
conducted by directly observing religious and political activities
involving ulama, to understand the context in which political
communication took place.

This research used NVivo 12 Plus software for qualitative data
analysis. The process began with the collection of data from
interviews, documents, and other relevant sources, which were then
entered into the software. The initial stage involved coding, where
the analysts identified keywords, signifi pt and i
patterns in the interview transcripts (Hai-Jew, 2019; Salahudin et al.,
2020). Within the framework of symbolic interaction theory, the
coding process aimed to capture the meanings generated through

interactions between ulama and community during political
tion. The 1; ined the symbols or signs used in

these interactions to reflect the perspectives, values, and messages
conveyed by ulama.
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After coding, the data was grouped into key themes, such as
the influence of ulama on public opini tion strategi
during the Pilkada, and the impact of ulama-led communication on
voter behavior. These themes were further analyzed using the

ol

of symbolic interaction theory. The analysis focused on

derstanding how ity interpreted such symbols and how
they contributed to the construction of meaning within the context of
local politics. Additionally, the research explored the

interconnections between themes to understand how they infl

one another in ulama's pohhcal communication efforts.
NVivo's lysis  f including tables,

1 lationships bety

diagrams, and graphs, were used to
themes. These tools enabled the analysts to identify and comprehend
emerging patterns of communication. The analysis drew on George
Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction theory, which emphasized how
meanings were shaped through symbols and interactions and how
such meamngs affect voter attitudes and behavior. By relating the
data is to bolic inte ion theory, the h da
tematic and structured method. This method provided an in-
depth understanding of the dynamics of ulama-led political
communication in Mandailing Natal Regency, highlighting the
intricate relationships between symbols, interactions, and the socio- [+]
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C. Result and Discussion
1 Result
Political Communication Patterns of Ulama in the Pilkada in
Mandailing Natal Regency
Political ication models ducted by ulama in the
Pilkada played an important role in shaping public opinion and

Vorrel [loniad Pearcder

influencing community's choices. One of the main strategies used is
interpersonal communication, where ulama directly interact with
through recitati lectures, and informal meetings to
convey their views on leadership candidates that were in line with v
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° 2 Political Communication Strategies of Ulama in the Pilkada
o in Mandailing Natal Regency
- Political communication strategy of ulama in the Pilkada in
é Mandailing Natal Regency was an i ing ph to
-] examine. As religious figures who had significant influence in
community, ulama often played an important role in political
P including in the ion of the Pilkada. The role of
5 ulama as political icators infl d transp and
7| d ization in electi As resp d figures, ulama delivered
B political ges rooted in religious and ethical values, provided
- more honest and targeted information, and minimized information
manipulation (Hasyim, 2020). In this context, ulama political
communication strategy involved a variety of methods aimed at
J delivering political messages effectively to the public, while
% maintaining their image as moral and spiritual leaders.
o One significant strategy involved using religious forums, such
i as recitation sessions or majelis taklim, to implicitly communicate
political messages. For instance, during a recitation attended by
8 10} lournal of
] v
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4. Discussion
This research adopted George Herbert Mead's symbolic
interaction theory to analyze political communication of ulama
during the Pilkada in Mandailing Natal Regency. According to this
- e

th

theory, ity form gh interactions with societal
symbols, which in turn influence their political behavior and
decisions. Mead's framework covered three interrelated components,

including mind, self, and community.
In Mead's theory, the concept of "mind" highlighted the role
of ulama in shaping ity's thoughts. Through their
tion, these religious leaders imparted political ideas and
values such as justice, integrity, and responsibility, values closely
related to religious teachings. These ideas were internalized through

where ity respond to and reflect on

the messages. As ulama provided lectures, community formed an

donssian Journal of the Soci
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K D. Conclusion

o In lusion, this h made a signifi th ical

E contribution to understanding the role of ulama as political

3 communicators in local elections, as well as their impact on

] transparency and di ization. Practically, the analysis could be

? used to improve the effectiveness of faith-based political

o ication in a more inclusive and thoughtful way, izing

. the risk of societal polarization. Future h should focus on

= exploring how ulama could effectively deliver political messages

o while safeguarding the values of diversity and pluralism.

B Additionally, local policies should be designed to mitigate the

8 potential politicization of religion. This could include training

o prog for ulama to maintain political neutrality and objectivity,

7 as well as initiatives to empower ity to make rational

@ political decisions free from external influence. The measures were

g 22} Journal of the S

A
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3 Article ID : 1799
,E. Title of Paper : Analysis of Ulama Political C i in Regional Head Electi in) dailing Natal Regency
7] Authors : Anang Anas Azhar, Puji Santoso, Qasem Muhammadi
| No. Reviewer and Editor Comment Page Author's Correction or Comment (brief) Page
I 1. | This article’s title is overly broad and fails to adequately 1 The author has removed the year of the election based on input 1
7] describe the subject matter, which serves to pique the from the editor so that the scope of the content is not too broad.
) reader's interest.
] 2. | Ithink the author should have investigated a more 1 The author has removed the year of the election based on input 1
e contemporary election topic, specifically the 2024 elections from the editor
5 3. | Within this sentence, the author specifies that the regional chief 2 The author has removed the year of the election based on input 2
~ election will take place in 2024; however, the title indicates that the from the editor
= year is 2020. The author may need to provide clarification
& regarding the specific year's election that is the focus of the
] research.
i 4. | The author describes more literature review in the 2 The phenomenon of ulama political communication in regional | 24
| background of the problem. Instead, it is not about the head elections is an interesting issue to study because ulama have
B phenomenon that is the problem to be researched. a significant influence in the social, cultural and political life of
L local communities. In the context of regional head elections,
3 ulama are often considered as moral figures who have the
= authority to provide views and directions to the community,
4 including in making political choices. Their influence stems not
<) only from their position as religious leaders, but also from the
J historical, cultural and emotional connections they have with the
H ity , this phy raises a number of
7 issues, namely the potential politicisation of religion, where
=] anliminaan sraliinn awn simnd fnm oansesabio anlitioal sweannsn This
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A. Introduction
The five-yearly simultaneous regional head elections that take place
in Ind are an i s considering that political Comments v X
dynamics in regional head elecuon contestations always continue to oceur. n RV January 16,2025 o=
Considering the hlgh pnce of demncxacy in general elections and regional
E . Your introduction is very long, ifs like an infroduction to an
head ol P in regional leaders}“P contestations undergraduate student's final project. So we see that you are
and their supporters are makmg maximum efforts to win regional head ;’3::‘}‘::’1: ;‘f&x:ﬂ“ﬁ’{z&mﬂﬁ;ﬁrm
candidates using various methods and efforts. After reform in 1998, going to say. You should devote all of your attention to
Indonesia has held general elections six times. Five of these times, general f:m‘;hmmnimﬁw ,‘,mmme W::;i?:myw
elections were held directly one vote one man until the 2024 general election. It ::::":""5 Thare 2‘:‘:;’_—‘;“"“‘?:3;‘;2:‘;"
turns out that changes to direct elections are not limited to just ﬁn}mw :::{os:inmmémﬂmthis introduction part
w 2 good idea.
idential/vice presidential electi Direct elections proceed up to mmminmnf@mdeuqm:egmdmmbmm
reg:onal head elections, including governor elections, regent elections, and ;f;ﬁf:pm:i::::i *;:P"'mm,:“;fmh‘:; =
mayor elections. Regency. However, there is room for improvement in terms of
theoresical clrity and argumentatve strength. Although
Thomas P. Power believes that in the final period of Jokowi's first st A rmf"'.“i &
term, there was a decline in the quﬁhty of Indonesian democracy, caused by
the mainst ing and inued I i of conservative and anti-
pluralistic political Islam ideology; ipull of key state and
i ingly p d repression and diminishing political opp
Thomas also argued that the Jokowi government had adopted an “Italian”
stvle durine prevarations for the 2019 election. hiehliehtine the eovernment's
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5 these influence political outcomes at the local level. Finally, existing research
2 tends to focus more on the results of Pilkada, such as candidate victories,
| without delving deeper into the political communication process that occurs
- during the campaign, including how ulama play a role in it. By examining
A the contribution of ulama in political communication during Pilkada, this
research can make an important contribution to the political communication
literature, especially in areas with strong ulama influence.

3 Based on the probl e A b lated two
formulations for this research, namely, (1) what is the contribution of ulama's

H political communication in the election of Regional Heads in Mandailing Comments
Natal Regency? (2) What is the ulama's political communication message in
the regional head election in Mandailing Natal Regency, and (3) What is the
ulama's political communication model in the regional head election in
Mandailing Natal Regency? The aims of this research are (1) to explain the

Styles ]
120 A S S

Editing -~

,.
o

bl

v X

RV January 16, 2025 <
A sudden change in focus at the end of an article can be.
confusing for readers. It is batter for writers to maintain 2
consistent theme and not divert to a new topic without

adequate transition.
7] contribution of ulama political communication in the election of Regional
? Heads in Mandailing Natal Regency, (2) to explain the political
ol communication messages of ulama in the Regional Head election in
& 8} JIP-Ths Indon
A
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B Mandailing Natal Regency and (3) to look for models of ulama political
3 communication in regional head elections in Mandailing Natal Regency.
~ B. Method
] This type of research is designed as descriptive qualitative research
B because the focus of the research klz on obfewat:o;n ;‘nd ina nzet\xal set:‘ni Comments v X
listic settin, h seeks to t e object being studiex

- 2)- b S H RV January 16, 2025 o
A as it ls, not manipulated but understood through natural analysis. Data ' »
b 11 hniques in this h were carried out in three categories, :":f :::lh: Mﬁﬁ:ﬁ;i&w‘;ﬁf“
= namely: in-depth interviews (in depth interviews). mthods sectiont. Al fiough the author has chosen 3 ducriptive
: K R qualitative the explanation of the research design
° This h directly d d in-depth interviews with many faels very general and lacks detail, which gives the impression

informants at the research location. Obsexvahon is through observation, fatte og s oot i o el

First, the explanation of the research subjects is very minimal.

PRE O UK ]

1120
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this research carries out direct observations (participant observation) or
indirect observations (non-participant observation) on the daily activities

carried out by ulama and mass org figures. D In
this case, the her used d ion data bel g to the
Mandailing Natal Regency KPU regarding the number of voter data in the
regional elections.

We then processed all the interview results in this research using a
tool called Nvivo 12 plus(Hai-Jew, 2019). Nvivo 12 Plus makes use of
group analysis, text analysis, and word frequency features of research
data. Many qualitative researchers around the world use Nvivo software

& 28°C Berawan

‘The author needs to provide clear information about the
‘mumber, characteristics, and selection criteria of the subjects
imvolved. Without this information, it is difficult for readers to
assess the adequacy and relevance of the sample, 2s well as
the possibility of reproducing the study by ofher researchers.
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B interactively and conti i ly until completion so that the data
2 is saturated. There are three activities carried out by researchers in
= carrying out data analysis, namely data reduction, data display, and
o conclusion drawing/ verification(Miles & Huberman, 1994).
i C. Result and Discussion
- XX )
T 1. Result &
o Mandailing Natal Regency is one of the districts in North Sumatra Comments v X
3 Province, directly bordering West Sumatra Province. The southernmost =
u} part of North Sumatra Province. The native population of Mandailing n R0 &
7 Natal Regency consists of two ethnicities, namely the Mandailing ethnic m":ﬂmmm‘“m’ fidpkiealite
5 community and the Coastal ethnic community. The Mandailing Natal |
; consists of Mandailing, Minang, , Batak, Nias, Malay, 1 H Rv:Jamary o, 202 &
3 and Acehnese tribes/ethnicities. However, the majority ethnic group is ?ﬁ&*ﬁ;‘xmﬁeﬁsﬁru
o the Mandailing ethnic group at 80.00%, the coastal Malay ethnic group is analytical integrity of this study. The presentation of the
2 5 7 2 : results should explicitly show how th data analysis supports
- 7.00% and the Javanese ethnic group is 6.00%. The Mandailing ethnic the conclusions made, and izn with the method:
e group mostly lives in the Mandailing area, while the Malay and Minang deacsibed i i mthorolony mctos:
g ethnic groups live in the West Coast area. First, the analysis described in the results section seems to be
4 poorly structured. Although the author used NVivo 12 Plus for
7 In most other areas, in ancient times the Mandailing population data znalysis, there is no in-depth explanation of how specific
; lived in one group, led by the king who lived in Bagas Godang. In el s S i s
3 organizing their life system, the Mandailing Natal people use a system The
2 Three Pretexts (three supports). They consist of kinship groups Must
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2. Discussion
A.  Contribution of Ulama Political C in the Regional
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Head Election in Mandailing Natal Regency

The political communication of ulama in the regional head election
in Mandailing Natal Regency has a contribution that cannot be ignored.

TIP-The Ind

n Journal of the

12}

Title of Papers

Author Na

Ulama, as respected and influential figures in the community, play an
important role in shaping public opinion and influencing citizens' political
preferences. As spiritual leaders, ulama in Mandailing Natal are often
regarded as a source of moral and ethical truth. Therefore, their views on

Indonesian
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From the review of the discussion section in your artcle, there
are several aspects that need to be improved to ensure that the
discussion is analytical, focused, and in-depth. An effective
discussion in a scientific article should be able to link research
results to existing theories, critically explore the implications
of the findings, and show a clear relationship between the data
and the arguments developed.

First, although the author tries to link the findings to Georze
Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction theary, the application of

his theory in the discussion still feels very general and is not
deeply integrated with the data presented. The author needs to

‘more clearly describe how components of the theory such as
“mind,” “self," and "society” specifically influence the

observed behavior and political communication of the ulama.

‘This will help readers understand how the theoretical =
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-] received serial number 3. Supported by three political parties, namely the
it Gerindra Party, PAN, and Democrat. The three parties have 15 seats in the
3 Madina DPRD. According to the General Chair of the Indonesian Ulema [ ]
~ Council (MUI) Madina Regency, Mahmuddin Pasaribu, the three pairs of
1 candidates competing are very close to the ulama. Politically, the Comments v X
N candidate pairs m-re close-to- the u]ama, this 'IS proven by the campaign S o
- team of each candidate pair in influencing society ”
¥ Why do interview results appear in the discussion? Re-
s understand the correct structure
o "'So, of the three pairs of candidates for regent/deputy regent who competed
H on December 9, 2020, all three were with ulama. Yes, they are trying to get
g close to the ulama, religious leaders, and traditional leaders to attract voter
2 sympathy. However, none of the ulama openly supported the Madina
' regional elections. Ulama only gives advice and chooses leaders who are
close to the people. Then, the ulama provided leadership advice on the data
- promulgated by the campaign team. Even so, the existing ulama, especially
b from MUI Madina, does not openly support any pair. If the ulama provides
7 support, we are worried that the ulama will enter the realm of practical
| politics. This is not good for the benefit of the people, especially Muslims. 2
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g D. Conclusion 2]
3 The conclusions of this study are(1) the contribution of the ulama in
z the Mandailing Natal Regency is a reflection of politics in other areas. (2)
f s g B { Comments %

political communication messages in the form of taklim assembly recitations,
Friday sermons, can reduce regional conflicts that occurred in Mandailing

Ar
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Natal. The form of political communication used by ulama to make the
regional elections in Mandailing Natal Regency a success is a form of

paign ck 1s and group ication. The covert campaign carried
out by non-structural ulama provided many benefits in generating political
participation in Madina. (3) likewise, the group communication model is
referred to as muzakarah carried out by ulama and the community has proven

to be able to increase political particip in Mandailing Natal
Regency. This h it to further h regarding the role of
it traditional leaders towards non-Muslims in holding

regional head elections in districts with a Muslim majority such as
Mandailing Natal Regency.

The conclusion of this study also shows that the political
communication of clerics in the Regional Head Election in Mandailing Natal
Regency has a significant influence on local political dynamics. Ulama not
only act as religious figures, but also as political agents who are able to shape
public opinion and influence voter behaviour. They are often seen as moral
figures trusted by the community, so the political communication they
convey, both directly and through religious lectures, can influence people's
volitical preferences. This research makes an imvortant contribution to the

The authors should consider revising the conclusion to better
reflect a critcal evaluation of the entire study. Adding 2
discussion of the study’s limitations and the implications of
the findings would enbance the depth of analysis and practical
relevance of the article. A more structured explanation of the
study’s confributions to acadamic and practical fields would
add value to the knowledge of readers engaged in this field
‘Thus, his article not only presents findings but also providss
e insights that can be used as references by further research
i the field of political communication and the role of ulama in
the context of general elsctions.
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by the Editor

practitioners, can take away the lesson that utilising political communication
involving ulama is not only effective in gaining voter support, but also in
creating political legitimacy based on values valued by society. Thus, ulama
play a role not only as political infl but also as dians of political
morality at the local level.
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& Husein, 2015). In the context of regional head elections, ulama are often
considered as moral figures who have the authority to provide views and
directions to the ity, including in making political choices. Their
influence stems not only from their position as religious leaders, but also from
the historical, cultural and emotional connections they have with the
community. However, this phenomenon raises a number of issues, namely the
potential politicisation of religion, where religious values are used for
pragmatic political purposes. This can create a conflict of interest between the
role of ulama as moral leaders and their involvement in political dynamics that
are often fraught with practical interests. In addition, the use of political
communication by ulama can also trigger polarisation in society, especially if
the political messages conveyed tend to be exclusive or partisan (Hasyim,
2020).
Another problem is that there are a number of other issues that pose
challenges to ulama's political communication. One of them is the lack of clear
gulati garding the i of ulama in politics. The role of ulama
often falls in the grey area between moral leadership and direct invol
in political activities (Ibrahim, 2014). This lack of clarity can trigger polemics in
society, especially when ulama are seen openly supporting certain candidates.
This opens up space for manipulation of the role of ulama for certain political
interests. In addition, ulama are often faced with the dilemma of neutrality. As
role models, they are expected to be fair and impartial. However, in reality,
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figures who mobilised the masses to support Anies Baswedan and

Sandiaga Uno (Afrimadona, 2021; Parahita, 2019). The fatwa from the

Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) on the prohibition of electing non-

Muslim leaders became the central issue raised by the ulama (Jamaa, 2018).

This support was realised through a series of massive actions such as the

212 Islamic Bela Action that demonstrated the collective power of the ulama

and Muslims in determining the political direction of Jakarta (Alkatiri, 2023;

Hasyim, 2020; Syahputra, 2020). Then, in the 2018 West Java elections,

influential ulama again played a central role by supporting Ridwan Kamil

and Uu Ruzhanul Ulum. This support comes not only from local figures,

but also from major religi ions such as Nahdlatul Ulama (NU)

and Muhammadiyah. Ridwan Kamil, who is known to have good relations

with moderate Islamic groups, utilised this closeness to gain sirong

sympathy and support from the religious West J LA

similar case also occurred in Aceh during the 2017 regional elections. In this

region, ulama play a very strategic role in local politics due to Aceh's status

as a state that implements Islamic law. Irwandi Yusuf, who received great

support from Aceh's ulama, won the election. This ulama endorsement is

not only a form of political endorsement, but also a moral guide for voters

in making their choices in accordance with Islamic values. In addition, the

2020 West Sumatra elections showed how a candidate who was also a cleric,

Mahyeldi Ansharullah, was able to win the election with the support of a

strong Muslim community. His political ication through religi

lectures and moral won the thy of the religi >
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local elections has a real infl ind ining voter This study

has the potential to offer a significant new contribution because there have not
been many studies that explicitly examine the role of ulama in political
communication, especially in the context of local elections in areas with strong
culture and tradition such as Mandailing Natal. In addition, by examining
ulama as active political actors, this research can provide a new perspective on
how religion and politics interact in local democracy.

Research related to the contribution of ulama in political
communication during the regional head election (Pilkada) in Mandailing
Natal is a relevant topic, especially in a region that culturally and religiously
has a close relationship with the role of ulama. However, some gaps in this
research need to be explained to strengthen the urgency and uniqueness of the
research. First, most previous studies tend to focus on the role of ulama in the
context of da'wah or education, but not many have discussed in depth about
how they contribute in the realm of practical politics, especially in Pilkada.
Meanwhile, ulama in regions such as Mandmlmg Natal not only act as
religious leaders, but also have signifi di g public opinion
during the political process, which is still minimally explored in academic
research. Secondly, many political studies in Indonesia prioritise the analysis
of formal political actors, such as political parties, regional head candidates,
and government institutions, while ulama as informal actors are often ignored.

h on political icati ity focuses on mass media and
social media strategies used by candldaies, without taking into account
traditional communication networks through ulama who play a central role in
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B. Method

This research uses a qualitative approach with descriptive methods.
The qualitative approach was chosen because it aims to deeply understand
the phenomenon of ulama political communication in the context of
regional head elections in Mandailing Natal Regency. Descriptive h

is used to describe the patterns, strategies, and impacts of political
communication carried out by the ulama.

This h invol holars who are bers of the Ind
Ulema Council (MUI) such as Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) and Muhammadiyah
who are often invited by the ity to convey religi g
ahead of the regional head election (pilkada). So that the informants in this
study consisted of 4 people, namely the Chairman of MUI Mandailing
Natal, Chairman of Ansor Youth Movement Mandailing Natal Regency,
Secretary of Mut diyah Regional Leadership Mandailing Reg
Mandailing Natal Police Chief. The research subjects were selected based
on certain criteria, namely ulama who have significant influence in their
communities, are active in political activities, and are directly involved in
the Pilkada process. Subject characteristics include a variety of social
backgrounds, ages, and political experiences to ensure a diversity of views
and gies used. The selection of subjects was done through a purposive
sampling technique, which allowed the researcher to select informants who
were most relevant to the research objectives. The research stage began with
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g preparation, including location d TN t id

5 and preparation of interview guidelines. Furtt data collection was

3 conducted through in-depth interviews, observation, and documentation.

o In-depth interviews were conducted with ulama who played an active role

1 in the elections, as well as community leaders and relevant parties, to geta

by comprehensive picture of the political communication strategies and

B messages conveyed.

z The her used a pre-prepared interview guideline, which

@ tained a list of op ded questions and topics relevant to the clerics'

- political ication. The guidelines were designed to guide the

“:’ interviews to stay focused on the research objectives, while still allowing

7 the researcher the flexibility to explore further information based on the

5 P provided by the p i Each interview lasted an average

H of 60 to 90 minutes, depending on the depth of answers provided by

3 participants and the complexity of the topics covered. The long duration of

P the interviews allowed the researcher to gain in-depth insight into the

:— percepti gies and experi of the ulama's political

2 communication. Meanwhile, observation was conducted by directly

3 observing religious and political activities involving ulama, to und d

i the context in which political communication takes place.

4 We then processed all the interview results in this research using a

3 tool called Nvivo 12 plus (Hai-Jew, 2019). Nvivo 12 Plus makes use of group

L analysis, text analysis, and word frequency features of research data. Many

ks analitative researchers around the world 1se Nvivo software to sunnort
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7] dinﬂueﬂr:ix\g public opinion, the communication strategies used in the
Pilkada, and the impact of ulama's communication on voters were
identified through this process. The first stage in data analysis is the coding
process, which is the grouping of data based on certain categories that are
) relevant to the research focus. Coding is done by identifying keywords,
- important phrases, and patterns that often emerge from the interview
° transcripts. The codes that have been identified are then grouped into main
themes that describe the phenomenon of ulama political communication in
the context of this research. Once the main themes emerged, the researcher
used the thematic analysis feature of Nvivo to explore the relationships
between themes. In addition, the software was also used to generate tables,
P charts and graphs that helped to visually present the results of the analysis,
- such as the frequency distribution of words, relationships between themes,
and patterns of political communication identified. This analysis provides
an in-depth understanding of the patterns, strategies and impacts of ulama
political ication in the regional head elections in Mandailing Natal
Regency. Data trustworthiness and validity were managed through several
] strategies. First, researchers applied data triangulation by comparing the
a results of interviews, observations, and documentation to ensure
4 i 'y of infe i dly, member checking was conducted by
confirming the results of interviews with informants, so that the data used
truly reflected their views. Third, the researcher ensured that the analysis
process was transparent and traceable, by keeping records of the coding
process and data interp ion using the note-taking feature in Nvivo.
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C. Result and Discussion

1. Result

2 Ulama Involvement in Political Communication in Mandailing
~ Natal Regency, North Sumatra Province

:— Ulama in Mandailing Natal Regency play an important role in the
o dynamics of local political communication. As spiritual leaders, they have
moral authority thatis widely recognised by th ity. This infl

is not only limited to the religious sphere, but also extends to the political
sphere. In the context of local politics, ulama are often respected and trusted
3 by the ity to provide guid including in making political
° choices. The presence of ulama as central figures in political communication
b is based on their close relationship with the ity. Clerics are often
3 the link between regional head candidates and the community, delivering
political messages packed with religious values and morality. With their
ability to preach and build emotional closeness, ulama are able to
significantly steer people's political preferences. The moral support
3 provided by ulama to regional head candidates is also a strategic factor in
gaining voter sympathy. Through lectures, recitations and direct

.9

i ion with the ity, ulama can influence public opinion and
build a positive image of the candidates they support. In some cases, the
involvement of ulama has even become a major determinant of the victory
of regional head candid as their dations are idered a
a form of advice that must be respected.

% One tangible form of the ulama's dontribution in the context of local v
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2016-2021 period, so his name is well known to the public. Meanwhile, the
pair Sofwat Nasution and Zubeir Lubis, with serial number 3, are
- supported by the Gerindra, PAN, and Democrat parties, which control 15
. seats in the Madina DPRD.

= Based on the interview with H. Mahmuddin Pasaribu as the
9 Chairman of MUI Mandailing Natal Regency revealed that:

“The three candidate pairs have a close relationship with the ulama. This
closeness can be seen from the strategy of each candidate's success team in
influencing the community through religious approaches. In the elections, there
were three pairs of candidates for regent and deputy regent competing, and all
of them tried to establish closeness with ulama, veligious leaders, and traditional
leaders to attract voters' sympathy. However, none of the ulama openly
9 expressed support for the Madinah elections. The ulama prefer to give advice
7l and encourage the election of leaders who are close to the people. In addition, the
o leadership advice given by the ulama is based on data submitted by the success
= team of each candidate pair. However, especially the ulama who are members of
@ the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) Madinah, they maintain neutrality and
= do not explicitly support any pair. This is done to avoid the involvement of the
ulama in practical politics, which is feared to have a negative impact on the
benefit of the people, especially Muslims. We do not want the ulama to be
divided, because if the ulama are divided, then the ummah is also at risk of being
divided. In addition, the contribution of the ulama during the Madina elections,

Al namely with the taklim assembly activities, became one of the important 2
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2.  Discussion

This research uses George Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction
theory to analyse the political communication of ulama in the context of
regional head elections in Mandailing Natal Regency. This theory puts
forward the concept that individuals form ing through interacti
with symbols in society, and this process influences their political
behaviour and decisi Within this th ical fi ork, there are three
main interrelated components: mind, self, and society. Mind, as the first
component, relates to how scholars receive and process political
information circulating in society. As individuals in the social community,
ulama not only receive information passively, but also actively process and
assess the information based on their understanding of the p: iling
religious and social values. For example, when there is a political choice in
the regional head election, ulama will think about how the choice can reflect
the religious values they teach. They will also consider the impact of
political choices on the welfare of the ummah and society as a whole. In this
case, the ulama's thoughts are not only shaped by personal experiences, but
also infl d by their i tions with the di ity, as

-1

TIP-The Indonesian Journal of the S
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D. Conclusion

The conclusion of this study is that clerics in Mandailing Natal
Regency play an important role in maintaining the smooth and orderly
implementation of the Madina Pilkada. Although in general clerics do not
provide direct direction to certain candidate pairs, their at various

pengajum (Islamic study g;oups) helps facilitate peaceful political
ion. A good relati the gov clerics, and
voters is the key to the success of the Pilkada, with the role of clerics based
on ﬂ\e responsnhhty of faith in fostering and motivating community
rti This participation, which is still influenced by messages of
pnmm'dmlxsm and aspects of the Mandaxlmg tribe, mﬂeds non-verbal
political ication that is infl ial in d g the political
choices of the community. Covert campaigns are carried out by candidate
pairs by involving non-structural clerics through group communication,
such as pengajian (Islamic study groups) and pengajian (Islamic study
groups), which have proven effective in influencing constituents. Although
there are efforts by certain clerics to direct support to certain candidate
pairs, the situation in Mandailing Natal remains safe and does not trigger
conflict between groups, indicating that group communication is able to
facilitate peaceful and directed voter choices.
This i id ificant shatisns bothiinracad
and practical fields. Wﬁ\ a more d ion, this h not
only presents the findings, but also offers new insights that are useful for
readers i d in po]:hcal ication and the role of ulama in
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The manuscript does have potential if the "Result” and "Discussion” sections are
separated systematically and no longer overlap. Some sections containing theories and
references need to be relocated to the discussion so that the academic structure of the
manuscript is stronger and in accordance with international standards.

The purpose of the Result section is to present empirical findings descriptively based on
the data obtained, such as interview quotes, field observations, and data processing
results (for example from NVivo). Unfortunately, in this manuscript there are still several
sections under the "Result" subtitle that mix theories and the author's opinions.
Suggestions for Improvement: Strictly separate the Result section from the Discussion
by only presenting data and interview quotes descriptively; Sentences with an
interpretive or evaluative tone are moved to the discussion section; References should
only appear in the discussion section, not in the results.

The discussion section is quite strong overall because it uses Mead's symbolic
interaction theory and compares findings with internationally relevant literature.
However, because there is still a mixture of theories in the results section, the discussion
section appears to overlap and loses focus on further theory development.
Improvement Suggestions: Expand the conceptual elaboration on the three pillars of
symbolic interaction theory (mind, self, society) by linking them more to the local
dynamics of Mandailing Natal; Eliminate repetition of findings that have been presented
in the results section; Focus the discussion on theoretical contributions, unique local
contexts, and implications for democracy based on religious values; Strengthen
comparisons with other country contexts (Malaysia, Turkey) in a more reflective, not just
descriptive, manner.
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C. Result and Discussion

This section presents the findings of the study and interprets them
in light of the theoretical framework and relevant literature. The results
are organized thematically based on data collected through in-depth
interviews, observations, and document analysis. Using NVivo 12 Plus
software, the qualitative data were coded and categorized to identify
recurring patterns, communication strategies, and the perceived impact of
ulama’s political engagement. The discussion that follows connects these
findings with George Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction theory and
previous studies, while also reflacting on the broader socio-political
implications of ulama's role in the democratic process.

1. Result

The results of this study are categorized into three main areas: (1)
political communication patterns of ulama, (2) political communication
strategies, and (3) the impact of ulama's political communication dusing
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1799-99Z_Avrticle Text-10257-1-15-20250405 (2) [Compatibility Mode] - Word (Product Activation Failed)

Insert  Design Layout  References  Mailings  Review  View  QuranKemenag  Q Tell me what you want to do... 8 Share
P Find ~

v 2B Replace
£« || TCP_TABLE TlListPara.. | TNormal | TNoSpac.. Heading1 Title Subtitle  Subtle Em... |5

0 ! TimesNewRo -[12 -/ A" A" Aa~ %o i~

T Uiiabex: X

~ Format Painter [3 Select~
Clipboard 5 Font [ Paragraph o Styles [ Editing ~

L O SRS SR SIS R R IR SR I R AN SRIE RIS RIS SR IRE t A = D h U B A

R

Political Conmmunication Patterns of Ulama

Ulama in Mandailing Natal played a central role in shaping public
opinion and influencing community choices during the Pilkada. One
primary pattern was interpersonal ication, which involved direct
interaction with i L through recitati (vengajian)
lectures, and informal gatherings. These sessions were used to convey
leadership messages aligned with Islamic values and were effective due to
the ulama's tional cl to the ity, making their advice
widely accepted.

In addition to interp 1 engag ulama used religi
forums such as majelis taklim, Friday sermons, and social activities to
disseminate political messages. These forums emphasized moral criteria
for leadership, such as integrity, justice, and dedication to regional
development. In the digital era, ulama also utilized social media, local
radio, and television to expand their outreach, spread messages of peace,
and discourage practices such as money politics and hate speech.

Direct interactions also took place through village visits,
traditional deliberation forums, and group discussions, where ulama

dd. d local while p ing political Ulama
often framed political participation as both a civic duty and a religious
obligation. By incorporating Islamic teachings and Mandailing cultural
values, ulama served as strategic connectors between the community and
electoral candidates.

As stated by H. Mal ddin Pasaribu, Chai of MUI -
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¢. The Impact of Ulama Political Communication

The influence of ulama in the Pilkada was reflected in several key

impacts. First, ulama shaped voters' perceptions of candidates by

i ing the value of religiously aligned leadership. As trusted figures,
ulama's views were regarded as credible sources of political guidance,
especially in a religiously devout region. Second, ulama contributed to
i d voter participation by ging electoral it
through religious teachings. By framing voting as a religious and civic
responsibility, ulama helped reduce voter apathy and abstention. Third,
ulama's guidance influenced political opinions not only individually but
within family and ity units. In a kinship-based society like
Mandailing Natal, ulama endorsements were often followed by entire
social circles.

However, the research also revealed a potential negative impact—
social polarization. When certain ulama openly supported specific
candidates, it occasionally led to division among community members
and reduced trust in religious neutrality. NVivo 12 Plus software was
used to analyze interview data and identify key themes. The coding
results presented in Table 1 ize the most frequentl i
themes from the data.
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2. Discussion
This study employed George Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction
theory to analyze the role of ulama in political communication during the

Pilkada in Mandailing Natal Reg . Mead's th tical f; k
hasi. the truction of i through social interaction,
particularly through symbols. His theory consists of three interrelated
components: mind, self, and society—all of which are reflected in the
findings of this research.
The concept of “mind” refers to how individuals form meanings
and ideas through communicative interaction. In the context of this
h, ulama in Mandailing Natal act as ing-makers by framing
political ives in religious L Through sermons, pengajian, and
majelis taklim, ulama disseminate political values such as justice, integrity,
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and responsibility —values that are deeply rooted in Islamic teachings.
These ideas are dually i lized by the ity through

petiti P and reflection. As ulama istentl icats
messages linking religious values with leadership qualities, the public
begins to interpret political participation as an ethical and even spiritual
responsibility (Masdar et al., 2024; Kadir et al., 2024). In this way, the
symbolic interaction between ulama and the community becomes the
basis for how voters interpret political choices.

The notion of “self’ in Mead's framework emerges from how
individuals define themselves in relation to others. In Mandailing Natal,
ulama are not only religious figures but also social and political role
models. Their identity as moral authorities contributes to their credibility
in the political sphere. Community members perceive them as
trustworthy sources of information, and their political recommendations
are often followed because of the respect they command. This credibility

is further reinforced by the ulama’s perceived in upholding
religious and ethical values (Ja'far et al., 2022). As the findings show, the
self of ulama is d through i g with the
community, where they are seen as spiritual guides and, i ingly, as
political leaders whose opi shape electoral p

The third component, “society”, is reflected in how collective
meaning is created through shared symbols. In Mandailing Natal,
religious gatherings are central to the political communication process.

Tha swnislic dallive and mounsing fanmtinn ant anlr ar coicibaal fameme ot
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D. Conclusion
This study has highlighted the significant role of ulama as
influential actors in political communication during the Pilkada in
Mandailing Natal Regency. Drawing from George Herbert Mead's
symbolic interaction theory, the findings demonstrate that ulama
construct political ing through religi symbols, cultural narratives,
and i i ion with the ity. Through forums such as
majelis taklim, pengajian, and Friday sermons, ulama deliver messages that
18} TP Jo
emphasize justice, integrity, and civic responsibility —values that
strongly within the religious and cultural context of the region.
Ulama in Mandailing Natal are not only spiritual leaders but also .
g e T s
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Abstract

This study examines the role and strategies of ulama in political communication
during the regional elections (Pilkada) in Mandailing Natal Regency, Indonesi§)a
region where religious authority plays a central role in shaping political behavior. This
research adopts a qualitative descriptive approach, tilizing in-depth inte , which
were selected purposefully for their active involvement in the local political landscape.
Apart from that, observation and documentation are also used as data sources. Data
were analyzed thematically using NVivo 12 Plus software, The findings reveal that
ulama, as trusted religious figures, comvey political messages through traditional

ious forums such as majelis taklim and Friday sermons, as well as through digital
platforms like WhatsApp and Facebook. These messages, rooted in Islamic values,
emphasize leadership integrity, justice, and civic responsibility. The ulama’s
communication strategy, which blends religious authority with cultural symbolism,
significantly influences voter perceptions and participation. This study also highlights
the risk of [l polarization when ulama act as partisan figures. This research
contribuk the growing body of literature on religion and politics by offering
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A. Introduction

Indonesia's five-yearly simultaneous regional elections reflect the
country’s evolving political dynamics and have become a crucial element
in the democratic process. These contests often entail significant financial
expenditures, which in turn drive candidates and their supporters to
employ aggressive strategies in their pursuit of victory. Unfortunately,
such competition sometimes results in the use of questionable methods
that challenge democratic integrity (Aspinall et al., 2020; Winarni, 2014).
Following the political reforms of 1998, Indonesia experienced a major
transformation in its democratic system, marked most notably by the
introduction of direct elections. This milestone ushered in a new era of
participatory democracy, empowering citizens to directly elect not only
the president and vice president but also regional leaders, including
govemors, regents, and mayors. These developments underscore
Indonesia’s ongoing commitment to promoting an inclusive and
participatory democratic system (Baker, 2023; Mietzner, 2020; Nurjaman,
2023; Panuju, 2019).

In this context, the phenomenon of ulama’s involvement in
political communication during regional elections (Pilkada) emerges as a
compelling area of inquiry. Ulama hold considerable influence over the
social, cultural, and political life of local communities (Ja'far et al., 2022).
As moral authorities, they often provide political guidance, rooted in their
status as religious leaders and long-standing emotional and historical ties
with the people (Kustiawan et al., 2023; Kartiko et al., 2025). However, this

involvement can raise concemns about the politicization of religion —where

religious values are appropriated for pragmatic interests — thereby risking
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This study employed a qualitative d\\mpﬁvamolhod combined
with political communication analysis to explore the role of ulama in the
regional head elections (Pilkada) of Mandailing Natal Regency, porth
Sumatra, Indonesia. The research focused on ulama affiliated with major
Islamic organizations such as the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI),
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), and Muhammadiyah, who were actively involved
in conveying religious messages and guiding political attitudes in the
community during the election period.

Four informants were purposively selected based on their social
influence and active involvement in political and community activities ml.“
to Pilkada. These included the Chairman of MUI Mandailing Natal, the
Chairman of the Ansor Youth M the Secretary of Mut diyah's

Regional Leadership, and the Chief of Police of Mandailing Natal. Their
diverse backgrounds were considered to ensure the representation of both
rcligiuunmd security perspectives relevant to the study objectives.

Data collection was conducted through in-depth interviews, direct
observation, and document analysis. Semi-structured interviews were
guided by open-ended questions aligned with the study focus. Each
session, lasting 60-90 minutes, allowed participants to share their
experiences, strategies, and reflections on ulama's involvement in political
communication. Observations were carried out during religious events
and public gatherings to better understand the actual practices and
settings in which ulama conveyed politigpl messages (Walidin et al, 2015).

Data analysis was carried out using NVivo 12 Plus software to
systematically organize, code, and interpret qualitative data. The analysis
process began with identifying key terms, repeated phrases, and emerging
themes in the transcripts (Hai-Jew, 2019; Salahudin et al,, 2020). These

themes included ulama's influence on public opinion, communication
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C. Result and Discussion

This section presents the findings of the study and interprets them
in light of the theoretical framework and rulgnnl literature. The results
are organized thematically based on data collected through in-depth
interviews, observations, and dncun'm analysis. Using NVivo 12 Plus
software, the qualitative data were coded and categorized to identify
recurring patterns, communication strategies, and the perceived impact of
ulama’s political engagement. The discussion that follows connects these
findings with George Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction theory and
previous studies, while also reflecting on the broader socio-political
implications of ulama’s role in the democratic process.

27
1. Result

The results of this study are categorized into three main areas: (1)
political communication pattems of ulama, (2) political communication
strategies, and (3) the impact of ulama’s political communication during
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Figure 3. @le of Ulama in Political Communication in Mandailing Natal
(Source: Processed by researchers using NVivo 12 Plus)

2. Discussion

This study employed George Herbert Mead's symbolic interaction
theory to analyze the role of ulama in political communication during the
Pilkada in Mandailing Natal Regency. Mead’s theoretical framework
emphasizes the construction of meaning through social interaction,
particularly through symbols. His theory consists of three interrelated
components: mind, self, and society —all of which are reflected in the
findings of this research

The concept of “mind” refers to how individuals form meanings

and ideas through communicative interaction. In the context of this

research, ulama in Mandailing Natal act as meaning-makers by framing
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Anang Anas Azhar'; Puji Santoso?; Qasem Muhammad?
1Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, Indonesia
2Universitas Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara, Indonesia
3Islamic Philosophy, International Institut for Islamic Studies, Iran
1 e Email: insu.ac.id

Corresp

Received: August 5,2024 Accepted: April 6, 2025 Published: May 30, 2025
Anticle Utk https:/ /journal scadindepend d deun/article/ view/1799

Abstract
This study examined the role and strategies of ulama in political communication during
the regional elections (Pilkada) in Mandailing Natal Regency, Indonesia —a region where
religious authority plays a central 1ole in shaping political behavior. This research adopted a
qualitative descriptive approach, utilizing in-depth interviews, which were selected
purposefully for their active involvement in the local political landscape. Apart from that,
observation and documentation were also used as data sources. Data were analyzed
thematically using NVivo 12 Plus software. The findings revealed that ulama, as trusted
religious figures, conveyed political messages through traditional religious forums such as
majelis taklim and Friday sermons, as well as through digital platforms like WhatsApp
and Facebook. These messages, vooted in Islamic values, emphasized leadership integrity,
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