
 

 

 
 

 

 

THE STUDENTS’ CHALLENGES OF SCIENTIFIC WRITING IN ONLINE 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMY 

 

 
A SKRIPSI 

 

 

Submitted to the Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers’ Training of State Islamic University of 

North Sumatera Medan as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd) 

 

By: 

MUHAMMAD RIFQI SULMA 
NIM: 03.04.16.2.069 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHERS’ TRAINING 

STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF NORTH SUMATERA 

MEDAN 

2022 / 1444 H 



 

 

 
 
 

THE STUDENTS’ CHALLENGES OF SCIENTIFIC WRITING IN ONLINE 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMY 

A SKRIPSI 

 

Submitted to the Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers’ Training of State Islamic University of 

North Sumatera Medan as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd) 

By: 

 

MUHAMMAD RIFQI SULMA 

NIM: 03.04.16.2.069 

 

Approved By: 
 

Advisor I Advisor II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Didik Santoso, M.Pd. Ernita Daulay, S.Pd., M.Hum. 

NIP. 19660616 199403 1 006 NIP. 19801201 200912 2 003 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHERS’ TRAINING 

STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF NORTH SUMATERA 

MEDAN 

2022 / 1444 H 



 

 

 

 

SURAT PENGESAHAN 
 

Skripsi ini yang berjudul : “THE STUDENTS’ CHALLENGES OF SCIENTIFIC WRITING IN 

ONLINE LEARNING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMY” yang disusun oleh Muhammad Rifqi Sulma 

yang telah dimunaqasyahkan dalam sidang Munaqasyah Sarjana Strata Satu (S-1) Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah 

dan Keguruan, Universitas Islam Negeri (UIN) Sumatera Utara Medan pada tanggal: 

 

26 Juli 2022 M 

12 Dzulhijjah 1443 H 

 
dan telah diterima sebagai persyaratan untuk memperoleh Gelar Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd.) pada program 

studi Tadris Bahasa Inggris (TBI) Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah dan Keguruan Universitas Islam Negeri (UIN) 

Sumatera Utara Medan. 

 

Panitia Sidang Munaqasyah Skripsi 

Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah dan Keguruan UIN Sumatera Utara Medan 

 

Ketua         Sekretaris 

 

 
 
 

Yani Lubis, S.Ag., M.Hum     Ernita Daulay, S.Pd., M.Hum 

NIP.19700606 200003 1 006     NIP. 19801201 200912 2 003 
Anggota Penguji: 

 
 

 
 
 

  1. Prof .Dr. Didik Santoso, M.Pd.    2. Ernita Daulay, S.Pd, M.Hum. 

    NIP. 19660616 199403 1 006        NIP. 19801201 200912 2 003 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Emeliya Sukma Dara Damanik, M.Hum. 4. Dr. Farida Repelita Waty Br.Kembaren, M.Hum. 

    NIP. 19810926 200912 2 2004        NIP. 19690217 200701 2 2024 

 

Mengetahui 

Dekan Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah dan Keguruan UIN Sumatera Utara Medan 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mardianto, M.Pd 

NIP. 19671212 199403 1 004



 

 

Nomor : Istimewa Medan, 07 Juli 2022 

Lamp. : - Kepada Yth. 

Perihal : Skripsi Bapak Dekan Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah 

a.n Muhammad Rifqi Sulma dan Keguruan UIN Sumatera Utara 

Di- 

Tempat 
 
 

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

 
Setelah membaca, meneliti, mengoreksi, dan memberi saran-saran perbaikan 

seperlunya terhadap skripsi saudara: 

 

 
Nama : Muhammad Rifqi Sulma 

NIM 0304162069 

 
Program Studi : Tadris Bahasa Inggris 

 
Judul : The Students’ Challenges of Scientific Writing in Online Learning 

During COVID-19 Pandemy 

 

 
Dengan ini kami menilai skripsi tersebut dapat disetujui untuk diajukan dalam sidang 

Munaqasyah Skripsi yang dilaksanakan oleh Fakultas Ilmu Tarbiyah dan Keguruan UIN 

Sumatera Utara. Demikian kami sampaikan, atas perhatiannya kami ucapkan terima kasih. 

Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

 

 

 
Medan, 07 Juli 2022 

 
Pembimbing I Pembimbing II 

 

 
 

 

 
Prof. Dr. Didik Santoso, M.Pd Ernita Daulay, S.Pd., M.Hum 
NIP. 19660616 199403 1 006 NIP. 19801201 200912 2 003 



 

 

PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN SKRIPSI 

 

 
Saya yang bertanda tangan dibawah ini: 

 
 

Nama : Muhammad Rifqi Sulma 

NIM 0304162069 

 
Program Studi : Tadris Bahasa Inggris 

 
Judul Skripsi : The Students‟ Challenges of Scientific Writing in Online Learning  

During COVID-19 Pandemy 

 

 
Menyatakan dengan sebenarnya bahwa skripsi yang berjudul diatas adalah benar- 

benar merupakan hasil karya sendiri, kecuali kutipan-kutipan dari ringkasan-ringkasan 

yang semuanya telah saya cantumkan sumbernya. 

Apabila dikemudian hari saya terbukti atau dapat dibuktikan ini hasil 

plagiasi/jiplakan, maka gelar dan ijazah yang diberikan universitas batal saya terima. 

 
 

 

 
Medan, 07 Juli 2022  

Yang membuat pernyataan 

 
 

 

 

 

Muhammad Rifqi Sulma 

NIM. 0304162069 



 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

 

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious and the most Merciful 

 
Praises to Allah, the most Gracious and the most Merciful, the Lord of the world, who 

gave the guidance so that researcher was finish the skripsi entitled “ The Challenges of 

Scientific Writing in Online Learning during COVID-19 Pandemy”. Besides, Salawat may 

always be upon to Prophet Muhammad ṣallā llahu ʿalayhi wa-sallam (PBUH), the great 

leader and good inspiration of world which has brought us from the darkness era to lightness 

era by Islam. This skripsi is submitted to the Department of English Education, Faculty of 

Tarbiyah and Teachers‟ Training, State Islamic University of North Sumatera as a partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd). 

 

In the process of completing this skripsi, the researcher is sure that this skripsi would 

not be completed without the help, support and suggestions from several sides. The 

researcher would like to express his deepest thanks to all of those who had helped, supported 

and suggest his during the process of writing this skripsi . Therefore the researcher would like 

to express his sincere gratitude to: 

 

1. Prof. Dr. H. Syahrin Harahap, M.A., as the rector of State Islamic University of 

North Sumatera. 

2. Dr. H. Mardianto, M.Pd., as the dean Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers‟ Training, 

State Islamic University of North Sumatera. 

3. Yani Lubis, S.Ag., M.Hum as Head Department of English Education. Faculty of 

Tarbiyah and Teachers‟ Training, State Islamic University of North Sumatera. 

4. Ernita Daulay, S.Pd., M.Hum as Secretary Department of English Education. 

Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers‟ Training, State Islamic University of North 

Sumatera and also as Co-Advisor who had given her time, suggestion and her 

patience in the processes of completion of the skripsi. 

5. Prof. Dr. Didik Santoso, M.Pd as my first advisor also Vice Dean for Academic 

Affairs Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers‟ Training, State Islamic University of 

North Sumatera, and Academic Advisor PBI – 4 Bachelor Program Class of 2016 

who has given the researcher ideas, suggestion, correction, advice and 

encouragement in process of completion of this skripsi. 

i



 

 

 

6. My late father, Raisul Akbar, S.H and My beloved mother Erma Hasibuan, who 

always give pray, motivation, and encouragement for me to accomplish everything 

in life that I can not mention it one by one. 

7. For all people who helped and gave support in making this skripsi that can not 

mentioned the name by name. May Allah Ta’ala blessing us. 

 

Finally, the researcher realizes that this skripsi is still far from perfection. The 

researcher hopes this skripsi could be useful for the another researchers, the readers 

and also for the advancement of higher education in the future. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Medan, 07

th
 July 2022 

 
 

 
 
 

MUHAMMAD RIFQI SULMA 

NIM. 03.04.16.2.069 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ii 



 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 
The Objective of this study are to find out the university students’ challenges in 

Scientific Writing, how the challenges happened, and why the challenges happened. This 

research was conducted with the background that the students’ met challenges in scientific 

writing in online learning. This research used the qualitative method to analyze the students’ 

challenges in scientific writing study in online learning during COVID-19 pandemy. The 

research participants’ are three students’ department of English Education bachelor program 

class of 2018 in faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers’ Training the State University of North 

Sumatera. The researcher used interview and documentation. After that the researcher 

analyzing the data, the challenges by the university students’ in scientific writing namely: (1) 

challenges in finding ideas, (2) challenges in writing strength and weakness of the article), (3) 

not fluent in arranging ideas, (4) challenges in writing the weakness of international journal 

articles, (5) challenges in finding relevant articles, (6) challenges in finding the latest journal, 

(7) challenges to select title (8) challenges in making journal, (9) challenges of making 

introduction paragraph, (10) challenges finding of information and problem, (11) challenges 

of elaborate, (12) Challenges relate in paragraph, (13) challenges making a paper. 

Keywords : Challenges, Scientific Writing, Online Learning 
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