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Abstract

The essence of the problems in this study are: first, to determine the writing ability of students of class
V" MIN 11 Medan City. Second, to find ont the teacher's strategy in improving students' writing skills
through the babit of writing diaries in class V" MIN 11 Medan City. Third, to find out the process of
habitunating the ability to write diaries in class V" MIN 11 Medan City. This research is a qualitative

research, which was conducted in class V" MIN 11 Medan City, who acted as research subjects were

students of class V" MIN 11 Medan City, totaling 28 people. Data collection techniques in this study,

namely observation, interviews, and documentation. Based on the findings and results of data analysis,

it can be concluded that the babit of writing diaries in fifth grade students at MIN 11 Medan City has
proven to have a positive impact on improving children's writing abilities when learning to write in

Indonesian. The indicators that can be seen are from the 28 students in grade 20, some of them are
already able to write essays coberently. Coberently means writing essays correctly, and other rules that
are in accordance with the demands of learning to write essays. As for the habituation made by the
teacher in inmproving students' writing skills in writing diaries, including instructing children to matke a
writing that tells memorable experiences for them in their diaries and instructing children to write down
their daily activities both at home and at school into them diary.

Keywords : Diary ; Writing ; Habits

INTRODUCTION

Language skills can be observed as an indicator through the ability to write in children.
Writing is commonly seen as an activity that is not very valuable, because other abilities such
as speaking and reading are considered more visible than writing. Even so, no one dares to
say that writing is useless, because a lot of knowledge is obtained through writing. A person's
ability to write is considered an extraordinary skill, because he is able to turn abstract ideas

or ideas into concrete ones in writing. Widiastuti, eza/ (2022) adds that the beginning of
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literary writing can be started from simple events, such as private problems, family problems,

and other problems in order to build a habit of experience.

Writing activity is interpreted as a unidirectional communication technique between
the writer and the reader through a series of words. A writer is considered productive through
activities related to his work and its use in society. In fact, the thoughts of a writer can be
recognized by his characteristics through the strokes of sentences on paper or books. In
addition, for some people, writing is considered a special passion that is fun and entertaining,
because it can express ideas, ideas, and feelings holistically about a particular theme (topic)

(Kurniasih, 2020).

In the context of learning, writing activities can be an active stimulus in improving
students' thinking (cognitive) skills. This is because it is not easy for students to write down
what they think, it requires special skills in arranging words correctly according to SPOK,
and increasing vocabulary in writing a work. Writing skills require someone to think before
pouring ideas or ideas. For this reason, learning Indonesian in schools is teaching that must

stimulate students to write correctly (correctly).

Learning Indonesian at the basic education level (elementary school/madrasah
ibtidaiyah) requires students to be skilled in writing (Yamtinah, ezal, 2021) and 3 other skills,
including speaking, reading and listening (Ningrat, ez.al., 2020). Writing skills are one of the
important aspects for students to have from an elementary age, this is considering that
writing is a series of individual capacities in training oneself to express ideas, thoughts,
feelings, and emotions through writing. The accumulation of all of them requires structured
thinking, so it is important to learn Indonesian language teaching materials (Adriani, ez.al.,

2018).

Writing is one of the most challenging assignments because it requires students to be
able to relate many thoughts, feelings, and ideas to major problems or frequent occurrences.
Students will be able to process their thoughts, refine, and articulate their conclusions
through writing and essays. The quality of the material used to create concepts or ideas will
be reflected in the writing itself, because the better the students produce, the better their

minds will be (Riyanti, ez.al., 2019).

The reality on the ground shows that elementary school students (SD/MI) have low
levels of writing ability. The students thought that writing skills were boring and tended to

be difficult, because they had to string words together correctly, while reading or speaking
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and listening skills tended to be easier (Agusti, etal, 2021). In general, the problem of
students' perceptions that writing is difficult is caused by the lack of optimal teachers in
training these skills in students. In addition, teachers are less creative and learning facilities
are inadequate (Simanjuntak, ez.a/, 2019). Of course, this is not a problem without a solution,
so teachers are asked to improve the quality of learning, especially in the aspect of writing

skills.

When examined, in fact children in Indonesia are generally able to speak Indonesian.
However, the use of language has not been properly practiced in children's daily lives, causing
problems when they want to write down ideas or feelings. This can be observed from the
choice of diction (words) when writing down ideas, difficulties in composing words,
weaknesses in constructing sentences, weaknesses in developing ideas and sharpening
analysis, and a relatively small vocabulary. Of course this contrasts with the capacity to
choose or find thoughts or ideas, reveal facts, and organize writing as part of the important

factors that must be taken into account when engaging in writing activities.

Regarding writing, one type of writing that has been interesting for a long time and
still exists today is the diary. A diary is a personal account of daily thoughts, events,
interactions, and other experiences. Writing has developed into a tool for self-improvement
and for recognizing one's creative potential. A diary is a medium of personal writing in which
one can express the deepest personal feelings of every individual, including those of joy and

respect.

Similar to how adults write in diaries, many students do it to push themselves to
become better writers and to be able to produce written work. The famous female writer,
Maryanne Raphael, revealed that keeping a diary might make writing more enjoyable. Writers
can enjoy their writing activities because they are used to writing a paper, in the form of lots
of interesting and significant notes, which will be a very useful resource for their next writing

assignment.

There are several previous studies that provide explanations about writing, including
Kurniawan (2019) concluding that Indonesian language learning material at SD Negeri 10
Kendari, especially grade V, is more focused on students' ability to write descriptive
discourse. Students are trained and guided to express ideas or ideas through writing
descriptive discourse activities. Seeing this description, it is clear that learning to write

descriptions as part of a component in learning Indonesian Language and Literature has been
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carried out in schools. However, in reality in schools there are still many students who have

not been able to write good descriptions.

Based on this research, it is understood that the first study discussed the ability to
compose descriptive discourse in increasing students' interest in learning, while this study
discussed efforts to improve writing skills through the habit of writing diaries. The difference
between previous research and this research is the media used, the subjects studied, the time
and place of research. The similarity of this research is that there is an increase in students'

writing skills.

Another study, Idarliati (2018) discusses efforts to improve students' skills in writing
descriptive essays using media images. In his research, he disclosed the main issues relating
to the skills of writing descriptive essays through the application of media images. Through
this research it was concluded that the differences between previous research and this
research were the media used, the subjects studied, the time and place of research and the

media used. The similarities are found in the actions taken against students.

Based on the two previous studies, the writer can draw the conclusion that improving
students' ability to write through the habit of writing diaries can be done well by a teacher,
using various methods, provided that if students have been directed and trained in the habit
of writing diaries, then as a teacher should carry out assessments and guide students so they

can develop their writing potential through the habit of writing diaries.

In fact, other relevant research related to this theme has been widely reviewed by
previous researchers. One of them discusses the aspect of students' ability to write
habituation-based essays for diaries (Nurhaeni, 2019), efforts to facilitate students skilled in
writing narratives through the diary (Pertiwi, 2016), developing a writing literacy culture in
children through the habit of writing diaries (Priyanti, ezal, 2022), implementation of the
school literacy movement for elementary age children (Mardiani & Wahyuni, 2022), the
practice of cultivating literacy in elementary age children (Ramadhan, 2019), implementation
of student literacy activities (Mutia, ¢z.al., 2018), internalization of educational values through
the school literacy movement (Sudrajat & Wijaya, 2023), and strengthening the library in
improving children's language skills (Ratnawita, ez.al., 2022).

The results of initial observations at MIN 11 Medan City, it was found that students'
writing abilities were still in the low category. This can be seen when students do writing

assignments in Indonesian lessons with certain themes given by the teacher, students do not
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immediately do them. At the beginning of the lesson students had not prepared themselves
and stationery for learning, students tended to be lazy, many of them even preferred to spend
their time playing with friends in class. Lack of readiness to learn, it will be difficult for
students to understand the lessons given by the teacher. Meanwhile, the basic competence

of Indonesian cannot be separated from writing activities.

Based on the literature review above, it can be seen that relevant studies on efforts
to improve the writing skills of elementary-age children through the habit of keeping diaries
(diary) still discuss the theme of methods, conditions, training and habituation carried out by
teachers on students. Meanwhile, special analysis or focus on student abilities has not been
studied optimally. This is what makes this research different, so the researchers seek to reveal
the results of the analysis, in order to help improve children's writing skills, which starts with

the habit of writing daily activities in a diary.

Therefore, the researcher intends to improve writing skills using the habit of students
writing diaries, where basically the aim of this effort is to train students to write and choose
words that are arranged into a sentence. In this study, the researcher intends to find out how
the process of getting used to writing diaries in MIN 11 Medan City, especially in class V.
Therefore, researchers are interested in elevating this problem into a study. The purposes of
this research are (1) to determine the level of children's writing ability; (2) to find out the
teacher's strategy in improving children's writing skills; and (3) to analyze children's writing

skills through the habit of writing diaries for fifth grade students at MIN 11 Medan City.

METHODS

This research was conducted at MIN 11 Medan City, having its address at Jalan Bunga
Cempaka, No XIII A, Padang Bulan Selayang II, Medan Selayang District, Medan City. This
study uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive study method, which focuses on
improving the writing skills of elementary school children through the habit of writing
diaries. Collecting data in this study, namely by using methods of observation, interviews and
documentation (Assingkily, 2021). This research was carried out from Desember 2022 to
March 2023 (+ 4 months), including initial observation (preliminary study), identification and
determination of problems to be studied, permits, data mining, preparation of reports,

guidance with lecturers, revisions, to finalization of reports in article format scientific.
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In observation, the researcher collected data directly from the data source being
studied, namely the fifth grade teacher and fifth grade students, while the interview used
several stages to collect interview data from several informants which were then processed.
The results of observations that have been made in the field use documents related to diary
writing through the Indonesian language subject at MIN 11 Medan City. There are two
research sources used by researchers, namely primary data sources and secondary data
sources. Primary data sources were conducted with school principals, teachers and grade V
students at MIN 11 Medan City, while secondary data sources included books, learning tools,
journals and documentation. While the data analysis technique uses data collection, then data
reduction, data presentation and drawing conclusions on the data that has been obtained

(Sugiyono, 2014).

RESULTS
1. Writing Ability of Class V Students at MIN 11 Medan City

Writing ability is the ability to be able to express new ideas and present them in
written form in a complete, clear and complete manner, so that those ideas are easily
understood and understood by others for communication purposes. Or it can be concluded
that a person's ability to write is determined by the accuracy in using language elements, the
organization of discourse in the form of essays, and the accuracy in using language, as well

as the choice of words used in writing (Mundziroh, ezal., 2013).

Based on the initial observations made by the teacher, it is known that the writing
ability of class V students at MIN 11 Medan City is still low. It is evident that there are still
many students who still leave a lot of blank pages in their books when learning to write. They
also take a long time to complete their writing. In learning to write essays, there were only
15 students out of 28 students who could finish their essays on time. Based on these

observations, the teacher has found several possible causes of students' low writing skills.

From the problems that cause low students' writing skills, the class teacher analyzes
possible steps that can be taken in learning activities that can improve students' writing skills.
The method is to try to make continuous observations, read reading sources related to efforts
to improve students' writing skills, and discuss with other teachers. Based on these steps, it
was finally agreed that the teacher would use the diary as a medium to improve students'

writing skills.
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The diary is considered sufficient to represent the daily life of students. A diary is a
record of events or circumstances of the daily events that are passed. For example, on this
day, we record important events in a diary. The diary serves as a record of the moments that
have passed. This may also be a significant time in individual history. People are more

stressed from changing times too quickly, be it with their families or jobs (Sidabutar, 2021).

The diary now functions as a medium to express one's emotions about the problems
they are experiencing, in addition to their original purpose of only storing memories of a
memory. Another view argues that the diary is a medium that records personal events,
including happy, sad, poignant, and even sad ones. Anything can be recorded in a diary,
including very private and confidential information. In class V MIN 11 Medan, the use of a
diary was introduced to help students write. After knowing that keeping a diary (diary) is a
good practice to improve writing skills, the teacher makes a plan in the form of a Learning
Implementation Plan (RPP) to ensure that this practice is followed, especially in class V MIN

11 Medan City.

2. Teacher's Strategy in Improving the Diary Writing Ability of Class V Students at
MIN 11 Medan City

Strategy is a plan that is carried out by someone in order to achieve a certain goal
properly and optimally in accordance with the goals to be achieved. The teacher is the most
important component in pursuing quality student abilities in a school because a teacher is
able to maintain harmony between words, orders and prohibitions with deeds. Such a teacher
will be a role model for his students and truly a teacher who can be emulated (Sari, et.al.,

2020).

Teachers have a very strategic role in the formation of students' knowledge, skills,
and character. Therefore, professional education staff will carry out their duties in a
professional manner, resulting in higher quality graduates. Becoming a professional
education staff will not just happen without efforts to improve it, while one way to make it
happen is by developing this professionalism requires support from parties who have an
important role in this case, namely parents, friends and school principals, where the principal
is a very important educational leader, because the principal is directly related to the

implementation of educational programs in schools (Inggriyani & Fazriyah, 2017).
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One strategy to improve students' writing skills is to plan a strategy to improve
students' writing skills in writing diaries. First, planning a learning strategy that refers to basic
competencies in accordance with the applicable curriculum and adapted to learning
objectives. Second, the planning of learning strategies should involve media, effective and
efficient learning methods so that students are able to interact well. Third, in planning a
strategy for learning to write, it should be adapted to the situation and conditions, the
characteristics of the students, the basic competencies being discussed, the media and

methods, and the geographical conditions of the school (Alawia, 2019).

In improving students' writing skills through writing teacher diaries for class V at
MIN 11 Medan City, the teacher uses many variations of the method in the learning process.
According to the information obtained from the results of the interviews conducted by the
researcher with Ms. Rosmaini Nasution, S.Pd., she stated that apart from getting her students
used to writing diaries, she also applied her learning methods. Where using the lecture
method then there is also a demonstration or practice method. Taking students out of class

observing the environment when they are being asked to write essays about the environment.

In addition, the strategy carried out by Mrs. Rosmaini Nasution as homeroom teacher
for class V to improve the quality of writing in children, where students were asked to retell
their memorable personal experiences in notebooks, then I directed students back through
their experiences which were written in notebooks, then students I directed compiling the

writing into a text.

Another strategy carried out by Ms. Rosmaini Nasution, S.Pd., in improving students'
writing skills was by asking students to try to retell memorable things in notebooks and the
teacher's role here directs and guides students to compose words and then pours them into
in writing.

In educating students to be able to write, the length of time needed from one student
to another is of course different. There are students who are only briefly explained, already
able to understand and immediately put into practice. There are also those that take a very
long time, it could take weeks, up to months before you can put them into practice.
Therefore, a teacher must always have a lot of energy to hone the potential and talents of
students. A teacher who has the sincerity to continue training, is serious about the process,

without fear of failure. Because failure alone is the door to success.

10485 MANAZHIM : Jurnal Manajemen dan IlmuPendidikan



Siti Nurhalizah & Safran

Cognitive development of students seen in the new field to concrete operations.
Where is the cognitive ability of new students to remember and think about things that are
happening now, and which they are familiar with. Therefore, a teacher should understand
this. By understanding the level of student development, the teacher can formulate learning

according to student conditions (Rinawati, ezal., 2020).

Based on the main problem of this study, namely the low writing skills in class V
MIN 11 Medan City in the Indonesian language subject, the teacher needs to consider the
cognitive development of students in designing learning to write a diary which is one of the
writing activities. Students at MIN 11 Medan City still need dominant guidance from the
teacher. Therefore, in improving these conditions, it is necessary to apply learning strategies

that make it easier for students.

Students' writing skills must be guided and developed in order to produce meaningful
writing, beginning with diary writing. After students get used to writing diaries, the next
strategy is to write down the experiences in the diary into writing that is appropriate to the
spelling. This writing is also accompanied by the teacher in correcting the writing so that it

matches the correct spelling.

Writing experiences and writing students' daily activities into diaties is an alternative
in improving students' writing skills. Through diary writing activities, students are
accustomed to writing things they experience in a coherent and easy to understand way for

other people. Writing a diary is one way to express their experiences through written media.

The steps to getting used to writing diaries in fifth grade students at MIN 11 Medan
City have proven to have a positive impact on improving children's writing skills when
learning to write in Indonesian. The indicators that can be seen are from the 28 students in
grade 20, some of them are already able to write essays coherently. Coherently means writing
essays correctly, and other rules that are in accordance with the demands of learning to write

essays.
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3. The Process of Habituating the Ability to Write a Diary in Class V Students at
MIN 11 Medan City

In the second month of the even school year, when students first enter the class, the
teacher begins to plan activities for the habit of recording daily events that students encounter
in a diary. Each student has a different diary. Each student keeps a diary. Students are allowed
to write whatever they want in their diary based on current events or daily occurrences. This
incident happened to them both at home and at school. Besides, no one knows what they

will write.

Regarding the adequacy of their writing related to spelling or word choice, students
discuss their work with the teacher. In this case, the teacher protects the privacy of students'
writing because sometimes some children are reluctant to discuss what happened to them.
Teachers should also carefully study each student's writing to verify what they have written.

Editing is done so that student work can be corrected for further writing.

The teacher always follows the sequence of events that are planned for delivery as is
done in this custom. A writer, in this example a student, usually finds it difficult to start
writing because he is confused or not sure what to write. As a result, teachers must take
appropriate actions to facilitate learning. The steps for learning to write with the habit of
keeping diaries in grade V are: a) making goals to be achieved; b) write down the events
experienced and what activities were carried out today in detail and coherently; write down
the events that are experienced today in detail and coherently based on the framework that
has been written before; make the writing into an essay; and write down the events they

experienced during the full day done every day in each student's diary.

Many students only write a few sentences at first, when they first get into the habit
of writing. This is because children are not used to expressing their feelings through writing.
In this case, the teacher must be able to motivate students to write more by asking several
questions. The teacher will ask the following questions: (a) What did you experience today?
(b) Where did this incident take place? (c) With whom did you experience this? (d) Are you
happy with what happened? Why? () What lessons can you take from this incident? f) what

would you do if it happened again in the future?

The teacher adjusts these questions based on the ability of students at each
opportunity. Each of these questions was answered and the written responses were used as

a framework for writing. The teacher patiently helps students in the framework which will
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then be used as a written result. With this, it will make it easier for students to have clear
ideas about the topics they will write about since they answer these questions. Students are
used to recording everything they encounter in a note. After one month of practicing this in
class. The notes in each student's diary are also unique. Similar to how they speak, guna aims
to guide students so that their writing follows proper grammatical conventions for

Indonesian (Yarmi, 2017).

The teacher uses the method by recording in a diary based on student experience.
The teacher gives assignments to write from personal experience. The teacher will instruct
students to select events from those they have recorded in their one-month diaries. Students
can choose a story from a collection and then copy their own experience as a piece of writing.
In these situations, teacher guidance is still needed to ensure that students write with the

correct spelling, choose the right headings, and use the right grammar.

Of course, being able to practice diary writing definitely has its challenges. Following
are some of the challenges faced in carrying out the habituation process: (a) Not all students
are able to express what they experience in written language, therefore the teacher must
provide motivation for students to do so; (b) students' word mastery is still lacking, so the
teacher adopts the habit of reading five to fifteen minutes before class to improve word
mastery; (c) student sentences are often misspelled, so the teacher helps students connect

student words.

The role of the teacher in overcoming these various obstacles is very important, it is
not uncommon for the teacher to also experience difficulties, so the teacher does not hesitate
to consult with other teachers so that they can provide meaningful input for improving the
implementation of this diary writing habit. In addition to the several obstacles encountered
and several actions that have been taken by the teacher to overcome student difficulties, there
are several factors that motivate the teacher to carry out the habituation process of writing
the diary, namely: a) the desire of students to write in diaries is very high, b) support from
the principal in giving literacy permission, in this case writing, in every lesson. If usually
literacy activities are only filled with reading activities, the teacher varies it through diary

writing activities (Atmojo, 2020).

Factors supporting the implementation of the habit of writing diaries are one of the
sources of student motivation in implementing this habit so that it goes as expected. These

factors can also support the selection of strategies to improve writing skills. In this case,
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teachers are required to be more creative in order to develop strategies for learning to write

for students.

DISCUSSION
1. Elementary Students' Writing Ability

The ability to write in elementary age children is still in the low category. This is also
directly proportional to the perception that a child's reading ability is higher than his writing
ability. In line with this, Nurlaily & Pranata (2022) explained that children's writing ability is
still low, caused by a lack of practice or habituation of children expressing ideas in written
form. Pebriana (2018) added that the reason why children have higher reading or speaking
abilities is because children are often asked by the teacher to re-communicate their

understanding of an oral-based teaching material.

The opinion above explains that in the daily life of children the learning process is
carried out by prioritizing oral tests. Likewise, at the end of learning in each quarter or
semester, students are asked to answer a writing test. The implementation of such learning
is disproportionate in improving language skills in children, especially at the elementary age
level. This is further emphasized by Hayati & Setiawan (2022), that learning in Indonesia
tends to ask children to actively listen to teaching material delivered by teachers, so that
children's exploration space to actively communicate and express ideas through writing is

still relatively low.

According to Sugara, et.al. (2021), assighment-based writing activities are considered
a burden by children, so that feelings of happiness do not arise when children carry them
out. This becomes one of the triggers for children not to be enthusiastic about writing, even
though through writing children can express certain symbols of ideas, ideas, even emotions.
In this context, teacher creativity is needed in practicing various active learning strategies that
can stimulate children to be enthusiastic about writing something regularly or periodically.
Thus, elementary age children will get used to writing by no longer perceiving it as something

that burdens the mind.

Furthermote, Zainab, ez.al. (2020) offered the results of their research, that children's
writing skills can be improved through the habit of writing daily notes. Where, children are

allowed to pour all their experiences every day into a special book, known as a diary. These
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notes will be easy for children to write because they relate to personal experiences, and
children are "free" to write them without having to think about the structure of language
(subject, predicate, object, and description). Plus, children don't need to think about the
impact of their writing, it's easy for others to read or understand, because it's limited to

expressing a full day's activities in writing.

Based on the description above, it is understood that children's ability to express their
ideas, ideas and emotions in written form as a whole (comprehensive) is still relatively low.
This shows the level of children's communication through writing which is considered
ineffective, considering that children are not yet skilled at compiling vocabulary into a
sentence referring to SPOK. In addition, children are also not confident in expressing ideas,
because they are wortied that their writing will be ridiculed or not understood by their peers.
For this reason, efforts are needed to train or accustom children to writing their daily

activities in a diary, so that children are free to express and explore knowledge in writing.

2. Teacher's Strategy in Improving Elementary Students' Diary Writing Ability

The teacher's strategy in getting used to writing diaries is an alternative to practicing
writing skills in elementary age children. Where children can express personal experiences
based on writing, besides in the end they are also asked to retell the results of their writing in
front of other students. The themes in writing the diary also seem free, around children's
daily activities. Thus, this will be in harmony with one of the Indonesian language learning
materials which asks children to actively write essays, around holiday themes or certain
activities on Islamic holidays. According to Khamidah (2017), this further emphasizes that
the habit of writing diaries will help children to become skilled at writing essays in Indonesian

language lessons.

The child's habit of writing something based on personal experience, at least
stimulates the spirit of writing in children. This habit will also be converted into a hobby or
passion that is attached to the child. Children will get used to noting things that are
considered important, starting to increase vocabulary, skilled at choosing diction to write a
sentence, and confident in writing down their personal experiences or thoughts. Kurniasih
(2020) adds that writing skills through the habit of writing a diary will help children compose

or arrange sentences coherently (systematically).
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Diaries are very useful for children, especially in efforts to improve writing skills. In
addition, children will make important moments experienced as something urgent to write
down (record) (Nugroho, 2014). Thus, children are motivated to write personal experiences
as individual history without any compulsion to record them. In fact, according to Sidabutar
(2021), this can reduce the level of boredom of children with the workload, because writing

a diary is considered an effort to reflect on life stories for 1x24 hours.

The teacher's strategy in getting children to write their daily activities serves as a
medium for children to explore their emotional self as a whole. Usually, children will write
down anything without hesitation that other people won't hear or fear of being ridiculed by
others. The child's privacy as a writer is maintained, and the child's emotions are
comprehensively contained in a piece of writing (Kurniawati, 2019). This media diary or diary
also makes children appreciate their life experiences or important moments more, starting
from notes of happiness, sadness, joy, and others. This shows that diaries are important

information and privacy in a child's daily life (Arif, ezal., 2022).

The role of the teacher in getting used to this child is classified as very central. Where,
the teacher is responsible for internalizing values, transferring knowledge, and training
certain skills in children. The professional duties carried out by teachers at the elementary
age level greatly impact the child's advanced age phase, including training children to be
skilled in writing (Karlina, 2016). For this reason, the assignment of Indonesian language
teachers in terms of writing to SD/MI level children should be given through the habit of
writing an essay based on the child's personal experience. Thus, the diary becomes an

important alternative in stimulating the writing skills of elementary age children.

Based on the description above, it is concluded that the teachet's strategy in training
children's writing skills is very varied, including getting students used to writing diaries. In
this context, students are asked to write down personal experiences throughout the day,
perhaps from experiences at home or in the madrasa environment. Thus, students will feel
comfortable because they can channel their emotions (sad, happy, happy, and so on) in a
piece of writing, without the burden of thinking that what they are doing is the task of the

Indonesian language subject.
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3. The Process of Habituating the Ability to Write a Diary in Elementary Students

Habituation is an appropriate method to be practiced in elementary age children.
This is considering the theory of cognitive development of children, namely the stage of
concrete thinking. So that every thing that is easily remembered, experienced, and known by
children becomes the limiting phase of children's thinking at that age (Umami, ez.al., 2020).
Even so, through practice children will easily digest an understanding and learning through
the conditions closest to them. In this context, the role of teachers, parents and the
surrounding community is needed in getting used to positive things for children, one of

which is the habit of practicing diary-based writing (Rachman & Verawati, 2022).

Elementary children are a phase that really needs guidance and ability development
from adults (Surifah, ezal, 2018). In the context of writing skills, children must be given
special guidance so that students are able to produce meaningful work, starting from the
closest thing, namely writing personal experiences in a diary (Pujiastuti, 2020). The habit of
writing notes on important events (moments) will be corrected by educators on a regular
basis, starting from the systematics of writing, writing standard words, to the spelling
correction section according to the General Guidelines for Indonesian Spelling (PUEBI).
The assistance provided by the teacher through this correction will train students to write

correctly (Mardika, 2019).

Habituation of children to write in a diary is the first step in developing children's
creative thinking. Slowly, children will be able to self-correct independently of their writing,
so that children try to produce writing that is easy to read, understand and like by others.
More than that, the meaningfulness of children's writing will also be reflected through the
children's efforts to share personal experiences with many people, even inspiring their peers
(Qutr'ani, ez.al., 2023). Besides that, children also get various emotions through the essays they

write. This certainly has a positive impact on getting used to the daily life of children.

In the context of efforts to accustom children to writing, the teacher plays an
important role in instilling this attitude. Where, at the beginning of the class meeting, the
Indonesian teacher requires students to have 1 special book to record important events or
experiences every day. Each student will be asked to write down this experience, both in the
madrasa environment and in their respective homes. This certainly results in a different
experience from one student to another. In this way, various interesting stories will be broken

down based on students' daily experiences (Kurniawati, 2019).
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After writing down experiences for 4-5 days, students are asked to correct each
other's writing, starting from the standard word column, spelling according to general
Indonesian language guidelines, and the systematics of writing sentences. After that, then the
teacher assesses the writing as well as the results of each student's correction. Likewise, the
teacher's role is to maintain confidentiality between students, so that there are no attempts
to ridicule each other between students. The main goal is, of course, to edit each student's

essay, before being displayed orally in class (Kurniwati, 2019).

Based on the efforts above, it is understood that the teacher plays an important role
in getting used to writing important events for each student. This also stimulates students to
think creatively about writing themes, and to write correctly according to the framework
given by the teacher. Furthermore, students no longer feel burdened with writing
assignments, because they are considered to be "chatting" with their respective diaries, so
they are free to express certain emotions. This habit is also expected to be a trigger for
students to be skilled at writing correctly, both from the aspect of using standard words,
writing according to spelling guidelines, and writing systematics according to the framework

provided by the teacher.

CONCLUSION

Based on the description above, the results show that (1) the writing ability of students at
MIN 11 Medan City is still low. (2) The strategy practiced by the teacher is the habit of
writing diaries in a book for all students. (3) Through the habit of writing diaries, the writing
ability of elementary age children can be increased. This is evident in the findings at MIN 11
Medan City, where Indonesian teachers train children to write diaries. Thus, children can
explore their daily lives through writing, so that children are trained to express ideas or ideas,
arrange words, and increase the vocabulary of children's vocabulary, and are able to write

essays in a coherent (systematic) manner.
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