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ABSTRACT 

Name : Astari Sa’diah Safira 

Reg.No : 03041721138 

Department : English Department 

Advisor I : Yani Lubis, S.Ag, M.Hum 

Advisor II : Emiliya Sukma Dara Damanik.M.Hum 

       Title     :“Improving Elementary Students’ English 

Spelling Skill Through Word Spelling Dictation’’ 

This research conducted to know the examine the improvement of the 

students’ spelling through the utilization of spelling word dictation in teaching at 

the 1st grade students of SD Plus Anbata. There are two objectives in this study. The 

first objective is to know How is the implementation of the spelling word dictation 

in teaching. Then, the second one is to describe what is student improvement at 

Spelling skill after applied the spelling word dictation in teaching at SD Plus 

Anbata. This research took place at SD Plus Anbata. The subjects of this study were 

25 students. The type of this research is Classroom Action Research. This research 

consisted of two cycles. The cycle I had two meetings and the cycle II had two 

meetings. The data collection techniques were observations, interviews, 

documentation, pre test, and post test. The data were in the form of field notes, 

observation sheet and scores of the pre test and the post test. The data were analyzed 

qualitatively and quantitatively. The researcher analyzed the qualitative data 

through three steps: 1) reducing, 2) displaying, and 3) verifying the data. The 

quantitative data were analyzed by means of the score to obtain the total mean of 

the class. The findings of the research showed that the use of the Spelling Word 

Dictation was able to improve students’ spelling skills. Based on the qualitative



 

data, students are stimulated and can improve their spelling skills, namely in writing 

and orally through spelling techniques and memorizing the alphabet. They were 

also enthusiastic about participating in teaching and learning activities. Based on 

the quantitative data, the research showed that the total mean score of the class in 

cycle I was 56,12 then increased in cycle II was 64,1. From the data, it showed that 

students’ mean score for the spelling skill was improved. 

Keywords : Spelling, Spelling Skills, Spelling Word Dictation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Alhamdulillahhirabbil’aalamiin, all praise is given to Allah SWT, the 

Almighty God who has given the ability, knowledge, health and time, so the writer 

was able to complete this research. Peace and blessing be upon the Prophet 

Muhammad Shallallahu ‘alaihi wa salaam, his family, his relatives and his 

followers. May we get his intercession in th Judgment Day. 

The researcher has completed this thesis as one the requirements for the S-1 

Program at Department of English Education Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher 

Training the State Islamic University of North Sumatera Medan, on the 

title:”Improving Elementary Student’s English Spelling Skill Through Word 

Spelling Dictation”. 

While compiling this thesis, the researcher found various difficulties. This 

thesis would not be as it is now without any helps and supports for many parties. 

The researcher would like to express special thanks to following people: 

1. Prof. Dr. H. Syahrin Harahap, M.A as the Rector of State Islamic 

University of North Sumatra (UINSU).  

2. Dr. Mardianto, M.Pd as the dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and 

Teachers’ Training, State Islamic University of North Sumatra.  

3. Yani Lubis, S.Ag., M.Hum as the head of English Education 

Department.  

4. Yani Lubis, S.Ag., M.Hum as the first advisor who has been very 

patient in providing guidance, correction and suggestion for this 

thesis from the beginning to the last.  

5. Emilia Sukma Dara, M.Hum as my second advisors who have 



 

guided the researcher by giving suggestions, and advice patiently in 

helping finish this thesis. 

6. For All the lecturers in the State Islamic University of North 

Sumatera Medan, who have guide me during my time of study in this 

university/ 

7. Headmaster of SD Plus Anbata Medan, Suwardi SP.d to help the 

researcher during this research. 

8. My special thanks to great people in my life my father Alm. Henri 

Zulkifli and my mother Reni Aroza. Thank you so much, who 

always give me support, advice, motivation, health care, pray for me 

and all I need to finish my study, although my Father has left me and 

my family, but Father’s motivation and advice are always in my 

heart, may my father’s deeds of worship be place in the best place 

and God willing our family can all meet in heaven. 

9. My beloved brother and sister, Hulwani Sufina and Faisal Fadhlan. 

Thank you so much, who always give me support me, helped me in 

every revision of my thesis thesis and prayer during finishing this 

thesis. 

10. My special man Muhammad Hanafi and my bestfriend in my life 

Lestika Nur Harahap, Ira Apriani. Luthfi Syam Pratama and 

Cahya Ayu Trisna thank you so much for your motivation until the 

end of present study. 

 

11. My best partner in school Hanny Vaniah H Tyas, SE thank you so 

much to always give me support and suggestion, especially always 

help me in replacing my role as a teacher in class because I have to 

often go to campus for guidance with my supervisor. 



 

The last, this thesis is far from being perfect, but it is expected this thesis will 

be useful not only for the researcher, but also the reader. For these reason, 

constructive thought, full suggestion and critics are welcome to make better this 

thesis. 

Medan, 13 September 2021 

           Astari Sa’diah Safira 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... i 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT ..................................................................................... iii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ...................................................................................... vi 

LIST OF APPENDIX  ........................................................................................ ix 

LIST OF TABLE ................................................................................................. x 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

A. Background of Study ................................................................................. 1 

B. The Identification of Study ........................................................................ 4 

C. The Limitation of Study ............................................................................ 5 

D. Formulation of Study................................................................................. 5 

E. The Aim of Study ...................................................................................... 5 

F. The Significance of Study ......................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW............................................................... 7 

A. Theoritical Framework .............................................................................. 7 

1. What is Spelling? ................................................................................... 7 

2. The Definition of Spelling ................................................................... 10 

3. Spelling an Important Skill .................................................................. 12 

4. Improving Spelling Abilities ................................................................ 13 

5. Dictation .............................................................................................. 15 

B. Relevant Studies ...................................................................................... 18 

C. Conceptual Framework ........................................................................... 20 

D. Actional Hypothesis ................................................................................ 20 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ................................................ 22 

A. Research Design ...................................................................................... 21 

B. Source of the Data ................................................................................... 21 



 

C. Participant of Study ................................................................................. 22

 1. Population ........................................................................................... 22 

 2. Sample ................................................................................................ 23 

D. The Technique of Collecting Data ........................................................... 23 

E. The Technique of Analyzing Data ........................................................... 24 

CHAPTER IV .................................................................................................... 26 

DATA ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH FINDING ............................................ 26 

A. The Data  ...................................................................................................... 26 

1. The  Quantitative Data .............................................................................. 26 

2. The  Qualitative Data ................................................................................ 27 

B. Data Analysis ................................................................................................ 28 

 1. Quantitative Data ......................................................................................... 28 

  a. Cycle I ....................................................................................................... 28 

  b. Cycle II ..................................................................................................... 29 

 2. Qualitative Data ........................................................................................... 30 

  a. Pre- Cycle I ............................................................................................... 30 

  b. Cycle I....................................................................................................... 30 

  c. Cycle II ..................................................................................................... 34 

C. Research Finding ........................................................................................... 37 

D. Discussion..................................................................................................... 38 

CHAPTER V ..................................................................................................... 40 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTION ............................................................. 40 

A. Conclutions ................................................................................................... 40 

B. Suggestions ................................................................................................... 40 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................. 42 

APPENDIX ....................................................................................................... 45 

 



 

TABLE OF APPENDIX 

Appendix I LESSON PLAN (CYCLE-1)  .........................................................  45 

Appendix II LESSON PLAN (CYCLE-2) .........................................................  50 

Appendix III Spelling Word Dictation Activity (CYCLE-1) ..............................  55 

Appendix IV Spelling Word Dictation Activity (CYCLE-1I) ............................  58 

Appendix V Pre-Test  ........................................................................................ 61 

Appendix VI Post-Test  ...................................................................................... 62 

Appendix VII The table of  Quantitative Data  ................................................... 63 

Appendix VIII The  Observation  Sheet Cycle  I  ............................................... 65 

Appendix IX The  Observation  Sheet Cycle  II ................................................. 68 

Appendix X Interview Report  ........................................................................... 71 

Appendix XI Field Notes  .................................................................................. 74 

Appendix XII Documentation  ........................................................................... 78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

Table 1. The Population of Research .................................................................... 22 

Table 2. The Sample of Research ......................................................................... 23 

Table 3. Scoring Rubric of English Spelling Skill Test ........................................  48 

Table 4. Category of Spelling Skill  ...................................................................... 48 

Table 5. Scoring Rubric of English Spelling Skill Test 2 ...................................... 53 

Table 6. Category of Spelling Skill 2 .................................................................... 53 

Table 7. Spelling word Dictation Activity (Cycle 1) ............................................. 57 

Table 8. Spelling word Dictation Activity (Cycle-1I) ........................................... 61 

Table 9. List of B.English Grades Students  ......................................................... 64 

Table 10. The Observation Sheet The Teacher Cycle I ............................................................. 66 

Table 11. The Observation Sheet The Student Cycle  I ............................................................. 67 

Table 12. The Observation Sheet The Teacher Cycle  II ...................................................... 69 

Table 13. The Observation Sheet The Student Cycle  II ....................................................... 70 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

